Manheim Township Parks & Recreation Board
MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
W e d n e s d a y , J u n e 5, 2013
I.

The meeting of the Manheim Township Parks and Recreation Board was held in the Stauffer Mansion Blue Room
on Wednesday, June 5, 2013. Chairman Bohan called the meeting to order at 6;35 PM. In addition to Chairman
Bohan, board members present included Dumser, Hillard, Keene, Lee and Miller. Mr. Walz was absent. Also
present was Recreation & Park Planning Director Earnest and Public Works Director Neff. Guests attending
included Larry Pulkrabek, Eshleman Road, Lancaster, PA 17601, Ellen Milligan, Spurrier Drive, LItitz, PA 17543
and Jeff & Sean Grandner.

II.

Review and Approval of P a r k s & Recreation B o a r d Meeting May 1. 2013 Minutes - Mr. Keene accepted the
motion to approve the May 1, 2013 Minutes as written. Mrs. Miller seconded the motion. The motion was
approved unanimously.

III.

T r e a s u r e r ' s Report - In Mr. Walz' absence, there was no report. Recreation & Park Planning Director Earnest
asked members to take a copy of the Capital Reserve budget sheets (for 2014) as they are leaving the meeting.

IV.

Committee R e p o r t s :
A. Facilities - Mr. Keene reported on the status of the utilities company completing work on the sewer line work
at Landis W o o d s . Restoration and follow-up of the area has closed off one of the paths in the park (trees
planted). This will need to be corrected, Mr. Keene reported. Director Earnest shared that the bigger concern is
that trees need to be moved as too many trees have been planted in one area. Director Earnest also shared that
discussion has occurred about moving the route after the bridge. Director Earnest reported on the status of the
wetlands in the area and assured the board that the issue would be resolved. Chairman Bohan asked in this item
should be put on the July meeting agenda (to report on resolutions). Director Earnest stated yes. Discussion was
held on whether to move the path or not. Director Earnest stated that this item will be addressed with the plan.
B. Personnel

- No report.

C. Program - Mrs. Miller reported that a meeting was held this week and information presented from that
meeting could be obtained from Harry Norton, Family and Adult Program Manager and Becky Slick, Facilities
Program Manager monthly report (enclosed in packet). Mrs. Miller shared that a Cricket program will be a new
offering.
D. Public Relations-No
E.

Youth Sports

report

- No report.

V.

Director's Report - Recreation Director Earnest reported that the Park Planning update was included within the
packet (in addition to the Director's Report). Chairman Bohan asked at what point is a decision made as to
whether Skyline Swim T e a m should have two teams instead of one. Skyline has 240 swimmers registered this
year. Director Earnest explained that some decisions are made by the parent organization. She also explained
that she has had discussions regarding this with Facilities Program Manager Slick and at some point the parent
organization might need guidance on this issue. Director Earnest explained that Facilities Program Manager Slick
has stated that children are signing up for swim club instead of lessons. Director Earnest further explained that
there might be a need to have skill level requirements before swim team eligibility can occur.

VI.

L i a i s o n Reports
A. Overlook Community Foundation W e p o r f - Chairman Bohan reported that due to no quorum at the
meeting, there were no minutes for this month. He also reported that the July meeting might not be held, next
meeting August. Mrs. Miller asked Director Earnest if there was a Park Planning report. Director Earnest
explained that is was included within the Director's Report.
B. Commissioner's

Report - In Commissioner Martin's absence, there was no report.
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C. School Board Report - Mrs. Miller reported that information was included within the packet. Mrs. Miller
reported that graduation will be held Tuesday, June 1 1 . Chairman Bohan questioned on Minutes at Other Board
Member Reports. Mrs. Miller explained that the School District cost per student (amount district expends per
student) ranks above the medium for state in testing scores and below the medium in costs.
D. Boettcher House Museum Board ReportMeeting minutes were enclosed within the package. Mr. Keene
shared that musical program will be held on 6/16 (at stage).
£. Pathway

Committee

- No report.

F. MT Dog - In Mr. Walz' absence, there was no report. Item to be discussed under Old Business.
G. Habitat MTVII.

Minutes were enclosed.

Action Items
A. Set Picnic Date - Chairman Bohan explained history of this annual event (held for Parks & Recreation Board
members/volunteers and staff). Invited School Board, Commissioners, etc. Commissioners took over event and
expanded to all Boards and volunteers. 2013 event cancelled by Commissioners. Director Earnest explained
that the Commissioners will continue (this year) to hold the holiday event for all Boards and Commissions. Board
decided to hold their own picnic (in combination with the Boettcher House Board). Board members to e-mail
Director Earnest with available dates in August. Director Earnest stated that the past few years the picnic was
held on a Thursday. She will check the Boettcher House schedule for August and September. Director Earnest
explained that this will be a "no expense to the Township" event.
B. July Board Meeting cancellation? - Discussion was held on whether to cancel the July Board meeting. Mr.
Keene made the motion to cancel the July Parks & Recreation Board meeting. Mrs. Miller seconded this motion.
Approved unanimously. Next meeting will be August 7.

VIII.

Discussion
A. Old Business
1. ) Update on Destination Playground: Lighting, trees and mound removal - Public Works Director Neff
reported on the status of this project: Lighting contractor currently working on site; slight delay due to incorrect
fixtures being shipped; path lights will be delivered within in two weeks; should be complete in a month. Trees will
be in by September. Mr. Keene suggested that the mounds and the fence be removed and "Horse High, Pig Low"
fence be installed. Mr. Keene shared picture of the fence. Mr. Keene explained that this type of fence is low
maintenance. Discussion was held whether rocks would be used as projectiles. Guest, Ellen Milligan,
commented that most of the children utilizing Destination Playground are under the age of 5. Chairman Bohan
suggested that a joint committee (P & R Board and Overlook Community foundation members) be formed to
explore options for this area. Mr. Keene stated that a fence was plan B. Plan A was a recommendation that is
included on the Comprehensive Plan, Director Earnest explained.
2. ) Update on Dog Park Water Line - Public Works Director Neff reported that the final height and
locations have been decided and work should begin within the next two weeks. Completion date no later than
July 15. Permits should be received by the end of next week (June 14).
B. New Business
1. ) Discussion on Committee Reports - Chairman Bohan reported that he sent out two versions of the
Board Committee Roles for revisions/updates. Chairman Bohan asked the Board members how they would like
to proceed. Mrs. Miller shared that "level loads" should be considered within each Committee Role
(responsibilities even within committees). Chairman Bohan asked members to review and send suggestions for
revisions to him, in order to present at the September board meeting.
2. ) Check from Alcoa - Director Earnest shared that a check was received in the amount of $3,000 from
Alcoa (2013 PA Clean Up at Community Park).
3. ) Addition of Stoner House to way-finding sign below library - Director Earnest shared picture of current
signage (Fruitville Pike). The Manheim Township Historical Society (MTHS) has requested that "Stoner House"
be added after Barn. The MTHS will be paying the cost for the sign change.
4. ) Discussion Eagle Scout Projects and of Natural Play Area - Guest Jeff Grandner, introduced his son
Sean Grandner, who is working on a merit badge (tonight) and also an Eagle Scout project at the Overlook Dog
Park. Sean explained that he is redoing the benches that are located within the park. Director Earnest explained
that she has been contacted by additional scouts who would like to complete their Eagle Scout projects. She
further explained that one will be working on the hollow log (natural play piece) that is currently located in the
Stauffer Garage (drying) and will be moved to the Destination Playground, Another potential Eagle Scout project
is a scout that is seeking approval to construct and install a circular bench around the large oak tree located within

Stauffer Park. Director Earnest asked board members to make project suggestions. I^r. Keene suggested
finishing (sealant) the six picnic tables that are located at Landis W o o d s . Chairman Bohan asked if there was a
process in place for these types of projects. Director Earnest explained that the process has changed. She
explained that what has happened in her past was that the scout brought the proposed project to the entity which
then approved the project or guided to another project. Director Earnest further explained that the last two scouts
that have approached her about projects have asked if there were any that could be suggested. Mr. Grandner
explained that the process should be that the scout does the investigation and brings the project idea forth.
Chairman Bohan suggested that a process be put in place.
Director Earnest reported on meeting that have been held regarding a natural play area located at Reidenbaugh
Park. Ellen Milligan, guest, reported on the process of creating a natural play area at Reidenbaugh Park. She
explained that the location that is proposed is located behind the asphalt at school's playground (location map
shared). Her envision includes a row of pine trees (like grove - inspiration from Children's W o o d s at Destination
Playground) that would create nature collection of items for children to collect. Mrs. Milligan shared her five
reasons to support this natural area: 1.) school is where children are; 2.) children are scheduled to be at
Reidenbaugh year-round; 3.) children will play there in winter time; 4.) school required feedback on environmental
play space; 5.) Reidenbaugh serves young children. Mrs. Milligan also stated that this proposal is favored by
faculty members of the school. Chairman Bohan thanked Mrs. Milligan for her presentation. Chairman Bohan
stated that the School District would need to approve the proposal. Mr. Keene made a motion for the Board to
accept a more formalized plan for this area at the August meeting. Director Earnest stated that she will work
directly with Mrs. Milligan to formalize the plan.
IX.

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e (None)

X.

Public C o m m e n t s - Mr. Pulkrabek encouraged the Board to foster and cooperate with citizens in cooperation
with the schools and the Township.

XI.

Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM with a motion made by Mrs. Miller. This motion was
seconded by Mr. Hillard and approved unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Lorri Haney

