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Parks & Recreation Facilities 
 

Parks, plenty of recreation opportunities, and scenic beauty have a significant positive 
impact on the livability of a community and how happy citizens are regarding their place 
of residence. Beautiful vistas, open space, play areas, trails and clean air and water all 
contribute to community aesthetics, health, wellness, and a vibrant economy. Recent 
studies regarding citizen satisfaction have found that the higher people rate the beauty of 
their community, its physical environment and recreational offerings, the higher they 
rate their overall level of community satisfaction. These important factors include parks, 
playgrounds and trails. This chapter is an inventory and assessment of Manheim 
Township’s parks and recreation facilities. It also identifies potential ways to improve 
them.  

 

Manheim Township Parks and Recreation Facility Assessment 

 
The purpose of the assessment of parks and recreation facilities is to evaluate the 
recreation opportunities in terms of meeting community needs. The goal of the 
assessment is to determine if current recreation needs are being met and to project how 
the system should change to meet future recreation needs. Five factors guided the park 
and recreation facility assessment in Manheim Township. They included: 

1. Configuration of parks 

2. Amount of parkland 

3. Location of parks 

4. Recreation facilities 

5. Conditions of parks 

 
 

Park Factor 1: Configuration of Parkland 

 

Manheim Township has been forward thinking in their approach to providing for 
parkland and recreation facilities.  Through acquisition and partnership with the 
Overlook Foundation the Township has increased the public parkland acreage by 241.7 
acres since 1998, the date of the previous Manheim Township Parks & Recreation Plan 
Update.  Table 3-1 inventories public parkland in Manheim Township.  The Park & 
Recreation Facilities Inventory Map locates the parks, schools and open space parcels in 
the municipality. 

     Chapter  
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Table 5-1 Manheim Township Parkland Inventory 

Park Acreage Park Type Characteristics/Comments 
Municipal Parkland  
Landis Woods 72.4 Natural Resource 

Area 
Contiguous to the Heritage Trail. 

-Perelman Park 5.1 Natural Resource 
Area 

Located within the designated Conestoga Greenway. 

Compost Park 30 Special Use Location of municipal compost activities and materials. 
Community Park 33.5 Community  
Jaycee Park 2.4 Mini  
Municipal Park 22.3 Community Adjacent to municipal administrative offices 
Neffsville Square 0.2 Mini No public accommodations 
Overlook Community 
Campus 

166.9 Community Contiguous to Overlook Golf Course and Overlook Park 

Overlook Golf Course 100.0 Special Use Contiguous to Overlook Community Campus and Overlook 
Park 

Overlook Park 20.0 Community Contiguous to Overlook Community Campus and Overlook 
Golf Course 

Reidenbaugh Park 12.2 School/Park Contiguous to Reidenbaugh Elementary School 
Schaeffer Park 3.6 Open Space  
Skyline Park 7.9 Neighborhood  
Stauffer Park 16.8 Community/ 

Special Use 
 

Stoner Park 35 Community  
Manheim Township 
Athletic Complex 

38.9 Sports Complex  

Other Public – Semi-Public Recreation Areas 
Village of Olde 
Hickory 

35.0 Special Use 9-hole executive golf course 

Lancaster Jewish 
Community Center 

8.9 Special Use  
 

PP&L Picnic Grove 39.2  Picnic area 
Lancaster County 
Youth Hockey League 

4.8 Special Use Indoor ice hockey rink 
 

Stumpf Field 7.6  Baseball field 
Landis Valley Farm 
Museum 

86.3 Special Use Living history village and farm 
 

Private Recreation Areas 
Bent Creek Country 
Club 

134.4 Membership-based 
Club 

18-hole golf course, Tennis courts (L), 25-meter swimming 
pool 

Lancaster Country Club 177.9 Membership-based 
Club 

18-hole golf course, Tennis courts – 6, Paddle tennis courts – 
3, Swimming pool 

Universal Athletic Club 6.5 Membership-based 
Club 

Swimming pools, Gymnasium, Fitness center 
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Different types of parks provide differing opportunities for users.  Table 5-2 presents 
Manheim Township’s Park Classification System.  It shows the range of park types, their 
benefits, appropriate facilities and the maintenance levels appropriate for the type of 
park and resources available.    The following conclusions can be drawn from the analysis 
of the Manheim Township Classification System: 

1. Manheim Township offer each of the classification types recognized by the National 
Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), an indication of a well-rounded park 
system with diverse recreation opportunities and experiences. 

2. There are three parks (Stoner Park, Overlook Community Campus, Community Park) 
that align with the recommended acreage and facilities for a community park. 

3. The Overlook Community Campus forms the municipality’s largest park at a 
combined 286.9 acres. 

4. Two parks (Landis Woods and Perelman Park) offer access to natural areas. Portions 
of the Overlook Community Campus and Community Park are maintained as natural 
areas. 

5. Neffsville Square offers no recreation or public amenities. 

6. Compost Park is classified as a park by the municipality but no recreation amenities 
are located there.  Municipal garden plots are available at the site for public use. 

7. Schaeffer Park is not developed for recreation use. 

8. The community parks service area (2-miles) covers nearly the entire community with 
only a small area in the northeast and northwest portions of the municipality outside 
of the service radius for Overlook, Community, and Stoner Parks. 

 

Table 5-1 Manheim Township Parkland Inventory (cont.) 
Park Acreage Park Type Characteristics/Comments 

Schools 
Reidenbaugh 
Elementary School  

18.3 School Playground, Basketball court, Volleyball court, Tennis courts – 
2, Softball field, Soccer fields – 2, Practice fields, Trails 

Bracht Elementary 
School 

9.5 School Playground, ½ Basketball court, Softball fields – 2, Trails 

William E. Nitrauer 
Elementary School 

18.7 School Playground – 2, Basketball court, Softball field, Baseball field 

C. Shaeffer Elementary 
School 

7.7 School Playground, Softball field, Soccer field, ½ Basketball court – 2 

Neff Elementary 
School 

 School 

Manheim Township 
Middle School 

143.8 School 

Manheim Township 
High School 

 School 

School campus includes Neff Elementary School, Manheim 
Township Middle School, and Manheim Township High 
School  
 
Playground, Basketball court, Practice fields, Trails 

Montessori School of 
Lancaster 

10.5 School Playground, trails 

Lancaster Catholic 
High School 

4.9 School  

McCaskey East High 
School and Lincoln 
Middle School  - 
School District of 
Lancaster 

38.0 School  

Lancaster Bible College 68.5 Private College  
Franklin & Marshall 
College 

94.0 Private College  
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Table 5-2 – Manheim Township  
Park and Recreation Classification System 

Type/Size/ 
Service Radius Definition Benefits Appropriate Amenities Maintenance Level 

Mini Park 
0-5 acres 
¼-mile service 
radius 

Smallest park type, 
addresses limited 
recreation need 

 Provides close to home 
recreation 

 Playground 
 Benches, seating area 

High level of maintenance 
associated with well 
developed park and 
playground and reasonably 
high visitation 

Neighborhood 
Park 
5-15 acres 
minimum 
½-mile service 
radius 

Focus of 
neighborhood; in 
walking/biking 
distance of visitors 

 Provides access to basic 
recreation opportunities 

 Contributes to 
neighborhood identity 

 Establishes sense of 
community 

 Play areas 
 Ballfields 
 Game Courts 
 Picnic/Seating 
 Pathways 
 Community gardens 

High level of maintenance 
associated with well-
developed park and 
reasonably high visitation. 

Community 
Park 
25-50 acres, 
preferably     
50-80 acres 
2-mile service 
radius 

Large park for 
active & passive 
recreation; serves 
residents 
municipality-wide. 
Accommodates 
large groups. 

 Variety of recreation 
opportunities for all ages 
and interests 

 Space for organized, large 
scale, high participation 
events 

 Family destination 
 Fitness and wellness 

opportunities 

 Play areas 
 Organized sports 

facilities 
 Pavilions 
 Permanent restrooms 
 Lighting 
 Amphitheaters 
 Pools, Rinks 
 Parking 

Moderate level of 
maintenance associated with 
moderate level of 
development, budget 
restrictions, inability to 
perform higher levels of 
maintenance. Potential for 
park “friends” or adopt-a-park 
partners. 

School/ 
Community 
Park 
Variable 

Parkland adjoining 
a school used for 
both recreation and 
education. 

 Combines two public 
entities for expanded year 
round recreation. 

 Maximizes public 
resources 

 Expands recreation 
opportunities 

 Youth-oriented game  
courts and ball fields 

 Play areas 
 Seating 
 Pathways 
 Lighting 
 Parking 

Moderate level of 
maintenance associated with 
moderate level of 
development, budget 
restrictions. Potential for 
cooperative agreement with 
school. 

Sports 
Complex 
30+ acres; 
preferably     
50-80 acres 

Consolidates 
sports fields and 
related facilities in 
a centralized 
location. 

 Economy of scale 
 Improved management 
 Municipal showcase 
 Attracts visitors who 

stimulate local economy 

 Ball fields 
 Lighting 
 Spectator areas 
 Restrooms, Concessions 
 Landscaping 
 Parking 

State of the art maintenance 
applied to high quality 
facilities. Associated with 
high visitation; revenue 
generating facilities, tourism. 

Special Use 
Facility 
Variable 

Facility for a 
single purpose use. 

 Provides special focus 
recreation opportunities 

 Contributes to community 
identity 

 Depends on purpose High level of maintenance 
associated with well-
developed park and 
reasonably high visitation. 

Greenways 
and Trails 
Variable 

Tie park areas and 
community 
together to form a 
contiguous park 
environment. 

 Connects community 
 Reduces auto dependency 
 Improves air quality 
 Contributes most desired 

recreation facility for 
people throughout their 
lifetime 

 Attracts visitors 

 Pathways – multipurpose 
 Trailheads 
 Support facilities 
 Signage 

Lowest level of maintenance. 
Focus on trailheads and trail 
safety. 

Natural 
Resource Area/ 
Preserve 

Natural areas for 
the protection and 
management of 
natural 
environment 

 Protects resources 
 Provides wildlife habitat 
 Offers opportunities for 

environmental education 

 Trails 
 Signage 
 Support facilities 

Lower level of maintenance. 
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Park Factor 2: Amount of Parkland 

	  

Manheim Township has 567.2 acres of public parkland within 16 park sites, plus land 
dedicated for trails.  A population-based analysis is typically used to evaluate public 
parkland.  As a communities population increases the need for parkland increases to 
provide the extra facilities and outdoor areas for a healthy, active lifestyle.  

The 1998 Manheim Township Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan Update 
adopted a parkland standard of 15 acres of developed parkland per 1,000 residents.  This 
standard was translated into a mandatory dedication provision of the Manheim 
Township Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance based on an evaluation of 
population and household size.  The same evaluation of population and household size 
using the latest population figures equates to a standard of 16 acres per 1,000 residents.  
A standard of 16 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents is recommended for Manheim 
Township.  The minor increase in the parkland standard recognizes the importance of 
natural resource areas to the residents. 

For assessment purposes the 16 acre standard is divided between community parks (8 
acres), neighborhood parks (2.5 acres), and natural resource lands (5.5 acres).  Table 3-3 
compares Manheim Township’s population and population forecast with the existing 
parkland acreage.  Each park designated by Manheim Township is included in the 
analysis.  Existing natural resource parks include Landis Woods, Perelman Park, and 
Compost Park.  Overlook Golf Course has been added to the community parkland total 
based on recommendations of this plan to expand use of the golf course through 
programmed activities.  Neffsville Square and Schaeffer Park are included in the 
neighborhood park category based on the size of these sites.   

The 2010 US census counted 38,133 people in the Township.  Using the 16 acre standard, 
Manheim Township should have approximately 610.1 acres of parkland.  Manheim 
Township has 567.2 acres of active parkland, or approximately 93-percent of the 
recommended parkland amount.  When the acreage standard is split between 
community parks, neighborhood parks, and natural resource lands, the deficit is 
revealed to be with neighborhood parks and natural resource lands.  The 2010 
Comprehensive Plan for the community projects that the population of the Township 
will be 46,800 in 2030.  The deficit of parkland will grow over this time period to 181.6 
acres by 2030. 

Table 5-3 
Parkland Acreage/NRPA Standards Analysis 

 
 

Park Type 

Existing 
Active 

Parkland 
Acreage 

Recommended 
Acres/2010 
Population 
(38,133) 

2010  
Deficit (-) 

Excess 
(+) 

Recommended 
Acres/2030 

Forecast Population 
(46,800)* 

2030 
Deficit (-) 
Excess (+) 

Community Parks 
@ 8 Acres/1,000 
Population  

433.4 305.1 +128.3 374.4 +59.0 

Neighborhood Parks 
@ 2.5 Acres/1,000 
Population  

26.3 95.3 -69.0 117.0 -90.7 

Natural Resource 
Areas @ 5.5 Acres/ 
1,000 Population 

107.5 209.7 -42.9 748.8 -149.9 

Totals 567.2 610.1 -102.2 257.4 -181.6 
* 2010 Comprehensive Plan for Manheim Township population projections. 
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Long-term there will be a need for additional parkland in Manheim Township to keep 
pace with the expanding population.  Based on the 2010 census figures sufficient 
community parkland is currently provided in the Township.  The deficit lies with 
neighborhood parks and natural resource parks.  Neighborhood parks are desirable 
because they provide close to home recreation opportunities for impromptu use.  While 
additional neighborhood parkland would be an asset, it should be noted that the six 
elementary schools are geographically distributed throughout the municipality and the 
typical outdoor recreation facilities found at the schools serve to meet recreation needs.  
The need for additional passive parks for natural resource conservation aligns with the 
findings of the citizen survey which ranked “conserving open space and natural 
resources” as the most important thing for Manheim Township to focus on.   

 

Park Factor 3: Location of Parks 

	  
Manheim Township is a first ring suburban community, located adjacent to the City of 
Lancaster.  The population base of the community has extended from the City outward to 
encompass a majority of the municipality.  While the heritage of the community is 
agrarian, only the northeast quadrant of the municipality has significant farmland 
remaining.   

Parkland in Manheim Township is distributed throughout the developed portions of the 
municipality.  The Township has a strong centralized system of parkland with the 
Overlook Complex providing 286.9 acres or just over 50 percent of the total available 
parkland.  The Overlook Complex is the focus of the majority of recreation activities in 
the community because of the extensive special use facilities.  The golf course and 
driving range, Activity Center, dog park, disc golf course, swimming pool, and extensive 
trail system draw residents to the complex from the entire municipality.  The citizen 
survey found that Overlook Community Campus has the highest visitation of all of the 
parks within the daily, weekly, and seasonal categories. 

When a two-mile service radius is applied to the community parks (Overlook Campus, 
Community Park, and Stoner Park), as illustrated on the Park & Recreation Facilities 
Inventory Map, only a small portion of the community, in the extreme northwest and 
northeast corners is outside of these overlapping service areas.  Citizens have indicated 
that they are satisfied with the distribution and location of parks with 82 percent of 
survey respondents indicating that park locations are excellent or good. 

 

Park Factor 4: Recreation Facilities 
 

Recreation facilities should be provided within a community to meet the demands of 
individuals, community groups, and organized adult and youth leagues.  The appropriate 
number of park facilities in a community should be based on need as defined by current 
facility usage and local trends in recreation and leisure activities.   

An analysis of facilities must consider the context of the municipality and the trends and 
popularity of the sport that the facility serves.  Facility trends and observations in 
Manheim Township illustrate the need for enhanced and expanded recreation facilities.  
Consider the following findings from the key person interviews, the citizen survey, and 
local and national trends:   
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 Continued growth within the Township has placed a high demand on sports 
fields.  The need for additional fields has been offset by the development of the 
Manheim Township Athletic Complex.   Thirty-seven percent of survey 
respondents indicate that additional sports fields should be developed within five 
years. 

 Support facilities such as restrooms, concessions stands, parking and landscaping 
are important features and add to the function and quality of facilities.  

 Several youth sports programs use school athletic fields. 

 Lacrosse continues to grow in participation. 

 Facilities such as tennis courts, volleyball courts and swimming pools are important in 
a community because they serve the broad population and provide for lifetime 
recreation pursuits.  

 Seniors are more active and are requesting facilities for recreation and fitness and 
wellness activities. 

 Non-traditional sports such as in-line hockey and skateboarding require specialty 
facilities. 

 Forty percent of survey respondents indicate that playgrounds should be developed 
or improved within one to five years, followed by sports fields (37%) and game courts 
(36%). 

Facility Assessment 

Athletic Fields – Manheim Township has robust organizations for baseball and 
softball, girls lacrosse, boys lacrosse, boys and girls soccer and youth football.  Each of 
these sports was in need of additional fields for practice and/or games until the recent 
development of the Manheim Township Athletic Complex.  This new facility includes 
three synthetic turf multipurpose fields, turf fields, a full size baseball field, and field 
lights.  The introduction of these facilities has helped to meet, to a large degree, the field 
needs of the community.  As the facility is used and future phases are developed, the 
need for athletic fields should be re-evaluated. 

Basketball – Eight basketball courts are located in the municipality in seven parks.  
Basketball is popular in the community and courts are often in use.  Additional courts 
are recommended in two locations: the Overlook Community Campus and at the 
Manheim Township Athletic Complex.  Additionally, basketball courts should be 
developed in new parks.  Courts should be located in banks of at least two courts and 
located near parking areas, if possible, and separated from activity areas for younger 
children such as playground and passive activity areas.  Court lighting will extend 
playtime and lights are suggested in community parks where appropriate. 
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Table 5-4 
Recreation Facilities 
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Landis Woods         x  x x Stage/amphitheater, stream 
access – Landis Run, Boettcher 
House Nature Museum 

Perelman Park         x   x Stream access – Conestoga 
River, canoe launch 

Compost Park             Community gardens 
Community Park 1  2 3    3 x  x x  
Jaycee Park 1       1     Stream access – tributary to 

Conestoga River 
Municipal Park 1   2  x  1      
Neffsville Park              
Overlook Community 
Campus 

   2 4 x   x  x x Stream access, mini-golf, disc-
golf,, dog park, driving range 

Overlook Golf Course         x  x  18-hole golf course, pro-shop, 
snack bar 

Overlook Park   1     2 x 1 x  Roller skate rink, skate board 
park, pool concession 

Reidenbaugh Park 1 2 1 1  x  2   x   
Schaeffer Park              
Skyline Park 1 1 1   x  1  1    
Stauffer Park 2(L) 4 1 1(L)    1     Stauffer Mansion meeting 

rooms 
Stoner Park 1  1   x  1 x  x x  
Manheim Township 
Athletic Complex 

   1  x   x  x  Concession stand 

(L) = Lights  * Multipurpose field areas are flat areas that can accommodate a variety of athletic activities (football, soccer, lacrosse, field hockey).  Fields 
can be located in these areas with different dimensions and configurations and number of fields accommodated in these area is flexible. 

 

 

Tennis – Seven tennis courts are in municipal parks. Eight additional courts are 
available at the Middle/High School campus.  Tennis popularity has waned in recent 
years although it is a lifetime recreation activity and opportunities to participate in the 
sport should be maintained in the community.  The need for tennis courts should be 
assess as parks are renovated or new parks developed.  Tennis courts should be 
developed in banks of two or more and should be located in visually accessible areas 
preferably near parking areas and park entrances.  Court lighting is recommended where 
site conditions are appropriate.   
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Volleyball – Volleyball is a popular sport with teens and families and courts should be 
installed as new parks are developed or existing parks renovated.  Families and adults 
generally prefer lawn volleyball while teens and young adults prefer sand volleyball 
courts.  Volleyball should accompany picnic pavilions where room permits and should be 
developed in banks of two or more in community parks for league play.  Multiple 
volleyball courts for league play should be developed with lights, as most league play is 
typically evenings.  Several of the volleyball courts in municipal parks are developed with 
wrong orientations.  Courts should be oriented with the long axis running north-south. 

Swimming Pools – There are two municipal swimming pools in Manheim Township.  
The pools were recently updated.  Swimming is a lifetime recreation activity and has 
important health and wellness attributes.   

Golf Course – The Overlook Golf Course is an important amenity in the community, 
even for people that don’t play golf.  The golf course adds open space with trees and 
landscaping and enhances the aesthetic appeal of the Overlook complex and community. 
Golf is popular in the area and the course is used by both residents and non-residents.  
Golf, along with swimming, and walking are important life-time recreation activities.  
Golf can be enjoyed throughout ones life and provides a low-impact activity for seniors.  
Additionally, golf is a social sport that promotes interaction and strengthens social 
bonds.  Overlook Golf Course is well developed with 18 holes, a skill development area 
(putting green and pitching practice areas), pro shop, snack bar, pavilion, and adjacent 
driving range with indoor driving range component.  These amenities provide the full 
package of elements desired by golf enthusiasts.      

Playgrounds – Playgrounds are located in each active park.  When developing and 
renovating playground areas the following general guidelines should be incorporated 
into the design:  

 The playground layout, equipment and safety zone should comply with the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) Guidelines for Playground Safety. 

 Playgrounds must meet the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) which requires that an accessible route be provided from 
walkways/parking areas to the playground equipment and that a portion of the 
equipment offer activities that can be utilized by physically challenged children.  

 Playgrounds should be age segregated to accommodate children of different ages 
and abilities.   

 Important American Society for Testing and Materials references for public playground 
safety:  

 F1487 Standard Consumer Safety Performance Specification for Playground Equipment for 
Public Use. 

 F2373 Standard Consumer Safety Performance specification for Public Use Play 
Equipment for Children 6 Months through 23 Months. 

 F1292 Standard Specification for Impact Attenuation of Surface Systems Under and 
Around Playground Equipment. 

Playgrounds, wear like all capital investments, and should be renovated and upgraded on 
a cyclic basis.  In addition to replacing playground to address the age of play equipment, 
upgrades may be necessary to meet current accessibility and safety standards.   
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As new parks are developed, playgrounds should be incorporated into the park layout.  
Playgrounds should be developed to encourage imaginative play as well as physical 
activity.  Playgrounds should be bright, stimulating environments that engage children 
while providing convenience facilities for adults such as benches and shaded areas.  
Locate playgrounds for safety.  Provide adequate separation from parking areas, ball 
field foul ball and home run territory, and drives/roadways.   

Trails and Pathways – Trails and pathways should be provided in every park for 
recreation purposes and to meet the requirements of the ADA.  ADA requires an 
accessible route from parking areas and drop-off areas to recreation facilities.  Trails 
should be developed, where room exist, at least eight-foot wide to permit multiple users.   
Trails should be paved to accommodate multiple recreational uses such as bike riding, 
inline skating, jogging, and walking.  Walking is an activity widely enjoyed by all 
segments of the population and is important for fitness and wellness benefits.  Trails for 
recreation function best when developed with multiple loops so with distance markers so 
that users can challenge themselves when using trails for fitness activities.  Trails and 
bikeways that connect throughout the community are discussed in the Greenways & 
Trails Chapter. 

Indoor Community Center – Manheim Township does not have an indoor 
community center for year round recreation.  The citizen opinion survey found that 74-
percent of the community viewed providing indoor recreation as being very important, 
important, and somewhat important.  The idea of developing an indoor community 
center was considered in the municipality in the past with no action taken.  Currently 
some indoor activities occur at the Activity Center at the Overlook Community Campus.  
The Overlook Activity Center offers space for indoor skating.  The Barn offers room for 
rent and community use, as does the library.   

 

Park Factor 5: Conditions of Parks 

 

Each park site was viewed multiple times during the planning process.  Generally, the 
parks are well developed and in good condition.  The findings of the facility inventory for 
each site have similarities that relate to accessibility and the requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and recommendations to enhance the users 
experience through the addition of convenience facilities.  Specific findings of site 
observations and recreation opportunities include the following. 

Landis Woods 

Landis Woods is a natural park providing opportunities to hike the extensive trail system 
and enjoy the wooded setting.  The park is home of the Boettcher House Nature 
Museum, a small heritage museum and meeting room.  The park trails connect to the 
Heritage Trail and signs and maps should be updated to show the trail connections and 
distances. 

Perelman Park 

Perelman Park is a natural park with frontage along the Conestoga River.  The park is 
not well known by many residents.  The park offers a peaceful setting with benches, a 
short segment of trail, and stream access.  Suggested improvements include: 
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 This park is within the Conestoga Greenway and PA DCNR Water Trail and 
location of the future Conestoga Trail.  A trail should extend along the Conestoga 
River for the full extent of the property with the ability to extend north and south 
in the future. 

 Enhance the Conestoga River with riparian buffer planting along the river banks 
and clear out non-native vegetation.  

 The trail should be extended to explore the entire site.  A loop configuration 
should be developed extending along the river frontage and through the uplands.   

 The natural plantings areas have been neglected and should be restored.  The 
butterfly garden is a unique amenity that should be re-established. 

 The site offers diverse landscapes – the river, rock outcrops, butterfly plantings, 
pond, meadow, and riparian buffer planting.  Interpretative signs could be 
installed to convey the significant features and benefits of these resources/land 
covers. 

 Identify the property boundary in the field through a bollard and sign system. 

 Add additional benches. 

Compost Park 

Compost Park does not offer traditional recreation opportunities.  The community 
gardens are located at the park and landscape debris drop-off and compost pick-up 
occurs in the park.  No suggested improvements.   

Community Park 

Community Park provides a balance of both active and passive recreation activities and 
diverse recreation facilities for all ages and interests.  A trail explores the full extent of 
the park.  Suggested improvements include: 

 Remove older/outdated playground equipment and replace with play area(s) that 
are developed to meet safety and accessibility standards including accessible 
routes from the park trail to play areas and safety surfacing with edging. 

 Remove invasive species from the natural area.  Enhance the vegetative edge of 
the natural area with native plants. 

 Re-establish the sand volleyball courts to have the correct north-south 
orientation. 

 Evaluate the boundary areas of the park parcel and determine where buffer 
plantings would be appropriate to visually buffer adjacent home sites.  

 Provide accessible trails connecting to each recreation facility. 

 Provide shade trees on the northern end of the park.   

 Develop a safe crossing of Petersburg Road to link to the trail extending from the 
Manheim Township Athletic Complex. 

 Integrate traffic calming strategies to enhance pedestrian crossing of the park 
vehicular access road. 

 Provide overflow parking at the southern end of the park. 
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Jaycee Park 

Jaycee Park requires the most attention and improvement of all of the municipal parks.  
Facilities are in disrepair and outdated and there are no ADA accommodations.  The 
park is small and homes back up to the property creating a somewhat isolated situation, 
contributing to miss-use and vandalism.  Route 30 is in close proximity to the site and 
noise from the roadway is evident in the park.  Due to the extent of rehabilitation needed 
to improve the park a master plan should be completed and neighborhood input and 
ideas should be sought to guide the design.  Suggested improvements include: 

 Remove deteriorate, outdated facilities including an unused gravel area and dirt 
ramps. 

 Open up visual access into the park as possible to enhance safety. 

 Define entrances to the park from the two adjacent streets and develop a small 
parking area with handicap parking spaces off of Homeland Drive.   

 Create a new playground area with play equipment including swings, benches for 
caregivers, and shade.  Include benches for caregivers. 

 Plant a landscape buffer to reduce the noise from Route 30. 

 Stabilize the small stream running through the park with riparian buffer 
plantings. 

 Develop pathways in the park to access facilities and meet the requirements of 
the ADA. 

 Acquire contiguous land through the subdivision/land development process to 
the southeast along the tributary of the Conestoga River to protect this greenway 
and its wetlands. 

Municipal Park 

This park is located at the Township’s administrative campus.  Park facilities are located 
on the east side of Municipal Drive.  Open space, including a stormwater basin, is located 
on the west side of the road surrounding the administrative office.  The west side had 
been used for athletic fields when needed.  Suggested improvements include: 

• Complete a master plan of the park site and lands adjacent to the administrative 
office to address facility issues and maximize the recreation potential of the site. 

• Develop a trail that encircles the park and municipal office site.  Provide ADA 
access by connecting the parking areas and facilities to the trail.  Connect to 
sidewalks to link to the adjacent neighborhood. 

• Expand parking to align with the athletic fields provided. 

• Consider incorporating drop-off zones into the parking areas that serve the park.  
Currently children are dropped off along Municipal Drive which presents safety 
concerns. 

• Develop an accessible sitting area adjacent to the playground for caregivers. 

• In the future, when the basketball court needs to be rehabilitated, abandoned the 
existing court (remove or re-purpose the pavement) and establish two new 
basketball courts in the open space adjacent to Municipal Drive.  The new courts 
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should be established with the correct north-south orientation and located to 
have separation from the playground. 

• Abandon the multipurpose field located in the stormwater basin.  If the other 
multipurpose fields on the west side of the road remain in use, provide an 
accessible route to the fields and provide accessible viewing areas. 

• The two ball fields have overlapping outfields.  With the recent introduction of 
additional ball fields at the Manheim Township Athletic Complex, determine if 
one of the ball fields can be reduce in size or removed to eliminate the 
overlapping outfield. 

• Create a sense of place in the park through creative design, introduction of 
planting areas, sitting/gathering areas, spectator areas, and walkways. 

 

Overlook Complex - Overlook Community Campus, Golf Course, & Park 

This 286.9 acre park complex, functions as the municipal town square, it is where people 
meet and gather with friends, attend special events, and spend time enjoying recreation 
and fitness activities.  The complex offers a balanced spectrum of facilities: active 
facilities/passive facilities; natural areas/developed areas; revenue generating 
facilities/facilities open for general public use; and team facilities/individual - self-
directed facilities.  The broad diversity of recreation facilities addresses the broad 
recreation needs of the community with facilities for every age and interest.  Few other 
communities in the Commonwealth have a comparable facility to serve the recreation 
needs of their citizens.  

The complex includes facilities that have been developed with a high level of planning 
and design, such as the library, the Barn at Overlook, golf pro shop area, and Barny’s 
Grill. These facilities have been developed using quality materials and professionally 
designed to create public spaces that encourage public use and accommodate anticipated 
activities.  These facilities are in contrast to others in the park that appear to have been 
developed with less forethought to the design and implementation.  Suggested 
improvements include: 

• Undertake a design study to evaluate the opportunity to improve the vehicular 
and pedestrian circulation in the area between the golf course pro shop, 
maintenance area, Activity Center, and dog park.  The vehicular drive in this area 
has several issues such as close proximity and visual access into the maintenance 
area, sharp turn at the Activity Center which conflicts with pedestrian traffic, and 
travel through the Activity Center parking area where cars back into the drive.  
Explore solutions to address these issues, provide separation and room for visual 
screening of the maintenance area, a drive separate from parking areas, and 
eliminate the sharp turn at the Activity Center while providing more room for 
pedestrian walking to the Center from the parking area.  Key to this design could 
be the removal of the small house opposite the maintenance building and re-
orientating the driving range (see below).   

• A driving range should have a north orientation and the existing driving range is 
developed with an east-west orientation.  The facility works in its current 
orientation because it is developed with two tee areas, one for morning play and 
one for afternoon play.  The double tee boxes require additional land dedicated to 
the driving range, two tee areas, and associated support facilities.  Morning 
players are located away from the barn and Barny’s Grill.  A study should be done 
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to evaluate if the driving range could be re-oriented so that the players tee off 
facing north.  A minimum of 300 yards must be available for the driving range 
and it may encroach on the wetland area too much to make this feasible.  If the 
range can be relocated it may open up additional area for other activities and 
functions.   

• Develop a master plan for the Destination Playground area that corrects 
problems and incorporates “people spaces” and amenities.  Define the boundary 
of the play equipment area and install edging to contain the safety surfacing.  
Consider using flush concrete curb as the edge restraint and install resilient 
safety surfacing.  Resilient surfacing come in a broad pallet of colors and can be 
applied in a pre-determined design – adding an additional dimension of color 
and interest to the equipment areas.  Define gathering areas for people to 
comfortably sit and watch playground activities.  Shade is an important 
component of this area.  Determine if a small pavilion could fit near the 
playground for additional shade and location for informal snacks, picnics, and 
birthday parties.  Eliminate the vegetated mounds.  They are difficult to maintain 
and an eyesore.  In lieu of the mounds develop a low wall or other element to 
separate the play area from the adjacent roadway.  A modern restroom should be 
developed near the playground. 

• Complete the development of the bocce courts and horseshoe pit area.  The 
horseshoe pits should be reconstructed using composite lumber for the edging 
and located within a turf area.  The expansive area of stonedust is unattractive 
and an ongoing maintenance issue.  Benches and shade are important 
complements to this area. 

• Develop an area dedicated to teen activities.  A master plan should be completed 
to explore potential locations appropriate for the teen area.  The area north and 
east of the dog park is one potential location.  This area has good visual access, is 
separate from other activities, and could be served by the existing parking area.  
The following facilities should be located in the teen area: the skate park, 
basketball courts, and possibly sand volleyball courts.  The final program of 
facilities should be determined with input from teens.  The skate park is currently 
in a location that is somewhat isolated behind the Activity Center with limited 
visual access and no convenient access to restrooms.  There are no basketball 
courts currently in the park.  Basketball courts have been considered for the area 
adjacent to Destination Playground but the two facilities are not compatible and 
should not be located in close proximity.  There are no sand volleyball courts in 
the park.  If courts are located in a bank of two or more they can be used for 
league play.  In addition to these recreation amenities, the teen area should be 
developed with an area for teens to just hang out.  A seat wall for viewing the 
skate park and basketball court activities could possibly address this need.  
Additionally, restrooms and a vending machine area should be developed and 
shade and benches should be provided.  The design of the area should be as much 
about socializing as recreation activities.  Consider lighting the facilities to allow 
evening use throughout the year.  The location suggested for the teen area may 
require adjustment to the disc golf course layout. 

• Repurpose the skateboard park area.  Ideas suggested for this area include re-
establishing tennis courts, developing pickle ball courts, or expanding the Activity 
Center to provide additional indoor program space. 
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• The trail system is popular with walkers but should be expanded to encircle the 
park, excluding the golf course, with intermediate cross trails creating loops of 
varying distances.  Trails should be developed to meet the requirements of the 
ADA.  Mile markers at tenth or quarter-mile distances should be installed and 
trail maps should be located at activity hubs and parking areas.  Benches and 
single table pavilions should be located along trails at convenient intervals to 
promote use.  Citizens have suggested lights along trails so that fitness activities 
can occur during the evening after work.  Additionally, the trail system should be 
analyzed to see if additional trail links to the surrounding neighborhood are 
possible to maximize pedestrian connectivity to the park. 

• The complex lacks picnic opportunities with the exception of the single large 
pavilion located near the Destination Playground.  Picnic pavilions should be 
located throughout the park to serve various functions and provide for picnic 
opportunities.  Suggestions include: a pavilion in the dog park to provide shade 
and location for socializing; at the multipurpose fields to provide shade, to create 
a hub for registration/tournament activities, and to hold team meetings and 
celebrations; in the proposed teen area for shade and for hanging out; near 
natural areas for picnicking; along the trails (small one table size) for resting and 
socializing with friends; and in Destination Playground for shade and to host 
birthday parties and picnics.  Citizens have expressed the desire for one large 
pavilion at the Overlook complex to accommodate reunions and other large 
gatherings. 

• Address maintenance concerns.  Eliminate rocks as edging (at the entrance to the 
multipurpose field parking lot) that host weeds and are unsightly.  Remove the 
vegetated mounds at Destination Playground that cannot be mowed.  Consider 
using resilient pavement as the safety surfacing at playgrounds to add interest 
and ground surface activities to the play areas as well as eliminate ongoing 
maintenance associated with the mulch safety surfacing.  Minimize the amount of 
stonedust at the bocce courts and horseshoe pit area and adjacent playground 
and develop edging at playgrounds to confine the safety surface material.  
Designate no mow/low mow areas that are develop with warm season grass and 
wildflower meadows to reduce maintenance associated with mowing. 

• Integrate landscaping into the park to provide shade and spatial definition, 
enhance the aesthetics of the setting, buffer incompatible uses, and enhance 
natural areas.  Define a pallet of plants that will require minimal maintenance 
while adding interest through color, texture, and form.  Prioritize the use of 
native plant material, especially in natural areas.  The use of popular annuals, 
perennials, ornamental grasses, and shrubs that are not native can round out the 
pallet and add interest in the “built” areas of parks. 

• Consider developing a garden/special use area that could be used for outdoor 
weddings and formal photographs.  The Barn is rented for wedding receptions 
and accommodating outdoor weddings in a beautiful setting in close proximity to 
the Barn was suggested as part of the public input process.  A wedding garden 
should be designed to create an intimate space for staging photographs and 
holding outdoor ceremonies.  Pergolas, trellis, arched bridge, columns, and 
topiary along with beautiful landscaping are all elements that have been used in 
other wedding gardens.  Wedding photographers and the special events 
coordinator for the Township should be consulted as part of the planning 
process.  Consideration of shadows and light are important aspects of the design 
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process.  The design should be sensitive to the context of the chosen location and 
consider the connection and relationship to the Barn for reception activities. 

• Enhance the convenience of using the park.  Develop a restroom near Destination 
Playground.  Provide paved access to bleachers at fields.  Replace the restrooms 
and concession stand at the multipurpose fields when these units have reached 
the extent of their life cycle with a new modern facility.  Provide a structure to 
store soccer and lacrosse goals.  Locate benches along the trail and install mile 
markers to identify length intervals.  Provide water fountains in the playground 
and at the dog park at a minimum.  Provide lights on the soccer field parking area 
to allow safe exit from the facility during practices in the fall.   

Reidenbaugh Park 
This school/park functions as a neighborhood park.  Improvements serve the school and 
the general public.  Additional improvements could include a pavilion for picnic 
activities and shade and additional landscaping for shade and to enhance the park 
setting.  One trail connection to the adjacent neighborhood exists.  Additional trail 
linkages connecting the neighborhood located across Buckwalter Road and to new 
subdivisions are important to provide safe pedestrian routes to school. 

Skyline Park 
Skyline Park offers the second swimming pool in the community as well as a 
football/multipurpose field.  The park is small and maximized with facilities.  Parking is 
not convenient to facilities other than the pool.  The fencing for the pool and courts 
visually dominate the site and physically limit access.  The site is developed more as a 
collection of facilities than a park. Suggested improvements include:  

• When renovations are required to the basketball court and tennis court redevelop 
the courts with the correct north-south orientation.  Evaluate the need for the 
courts at that time and consider developing two courts of the court type with the 
highest need in lieu of one of each.  

• Develop a pavilion in the pool area for picnics and birthday parties. 

• Provide accessible viewing areas, bleachers, and other amenities at the football 
field. 

• Enlarge the drive to allow two-way vehicular access to the north end of the 
property and develop a small parking area south of the multipurpose field.  
Develop handicap parking spaces and an accessible path between the parking 
area and the courts and field. 

• Extend a trail from the trail along Eden Road to the trail on East Roseville Road. 

Stauffer Park 

Stauffer Park is the home of the Manheim Township Recreation Department, housed in 
historic Stauffer Mansion.  The park offers traditional recreation facilities and includes 
lights on the basketball courts and ball field for night time use.  The mature trees and 
historic buildings create a pleasant setting.  Suggested improvements include: 

• Provide accessible routes to recreation facilities from the parking areas and 
mansion.  
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• In the future, when the basketball court and volleyball court pavement needs to 
be rehabilitated, abandoned the existing court configuration and reestablish the 
basketball courts with the correct north-south orientation.  Determine if the 
volleyball court receives use and consider developing a half-court basketball court 
in lieu of the volleyball court. 

• Add youth playground equipment to the playground to make it age-segregated. 

Stoner Park 

Stoner Park is the largest park serving the community on the east side of Route 222.  
This community park offer traditional park facilities including a perimeter trail that 
encircles the park and links to the municipal trail system south of the park. Suggested 
improvements include: 

 Install edging at the playground and provide physical separation for age 
segregation of play equipment. 

 Work with the Pathway Committee to define a trail linkage from the park, north 
to Landis Valley Road. 

 Explore through outreach to neighbors, ideas for additional park facilities.  Open 
areas north of the playground and east of the parking areas (outside of the 
stormwater management area) are available for development of recreation 
amenities. 

 Remove the informal rock wall at the pavilion.  The rocks present a safety hazard 
for children who may climb on them, are quarry rocks and unattractive in a park 
setting, and are difficult to maintain and weed around. 

 Expand parking. 

 Provide a trail linking facilities and other trails to the northern parking area. 

 Revitalize the athletic field turf. 

Manheim Township Athletic Complex 

The Manheim Township Athletic Complex is the municipality’s newest park site located 
on Weaver Road.  The park is developed as an athletic complex and has three state-of-
the-art synthetic turf multipurpose fields.  Additionally, the park has a baseball field, 
trails and spectator and support facilities developed as part of the first phase of 
construction which was just completed.  Future development phases include a second 
ball field, volleyball courts, and other facilities. The addition of the Manheim Township 
Athletic Complex adds significantly to the municipality’s mix of recreation facilities and 
addressed a critical need for more athletic fields.  The synthetic turf fields allow 
extensive play without the need to rest the fields as necessary with turf fields.  Use can 
occur immediately after a rain event, avoiding many of the scheduling problems 
associated with traditional fields.  Additionally, the three synthetic fields have lights 
which further expand their use.   

While the park is an amazing asset to the community and will go along way to meeting 
the athletic field needs raised by sports groups over preceding years, concerns have been 
voiced regarding the planning and development of the facility.  Primary among the 
concerns is the limited input gathered during the planning process from user groups.  
Reaching out to the ultimate users of a facility can maximize the benefit and target 
priority needs, often revealing opportunities that serve the community as a whole.  
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Another concern voiced about the park was the development of the synthetic turf fields 
at a solar orientation that is not optimum for multipurpose fields.  While the orientation 
used was preferred for ball fields that were planned to overlap the flat fields, the ball 
fields were not developed.   

Because future development phases of the Manheim Township Athletic Complex are 
planned the overall plan for the park should be revisited through a comprehensive 
master planning process.  Key to the planning process should be gathering input from 
user groups and the community as a whole.  Correct solar orientation should be verified 
for planned facilities. 

 

Park and Recreation Facility Analysis 

 
Strengths 

Manheim Township has 16 parks with approximately 567 acres of parkland.  The parks 
offer a diverse array of recreation opportunities and a variety of setting to enjoy time in 
the outdoors in pursuit of healthful activities.  The Township has acted proactively to 
acquire significant park acreage, central to the community, and developed a community 
hub: the Overlook Community Campus.  The variety and extent of recreation facilities in 
the Overlook Complex provide something for everyone, and in doing so, creates a setting 
that brings the community together. 

Challenges  

The challenges associated with the Manheim Township parks and recreation system can 
be viewed as minor tweaks to an excellent system of recreation opportunities.  The 
existing parks, in general terms, serve the residents well, offering safe, well maintained 
recreation facilities.  The challenge for the municipality is to take the great system of 
parks and facilities to the next level – to create a premier system.  Through thoughtful 
planning with an eye to the users and their needs, the parks can be improved to make 
them more convenient to use, accessible, and enjoyable to spend time in. 

While an assessment of parkland shows the need for additional land, the need is not 
significant and the Township can work at acquiring land over time through an 
opportunity-based strategy.  A significant challenge, discussed more in depth in the 
Greenways and Trails chapter is connecting the parks and other community destinations 
through a network of interconnected trails.  

Opportunities   

Resident of Manheim Township are proud of their parks and recognize the quality of life 
benefits they realize from the municipal park system.  To a significant degree, the 
existing park sites provide the pallet to achieve the recommendations of this plan.  By 
undertaking minor improvements to existing parks the facility and system as a whole can 
achieve premier status.  One of the main focuses for the system is to protect and enhance 
the natural resources of existing parks.  Potential partners exist such as Habitat MT and 
Sierra Club Lancaster Group to advance the natural resource focus. 

The recent emergence of Habitat MT and its partnership with the Township and focus on 
parks is a significant opportunity toward this focus. 
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Recommendations 

1. Target acquisition and development of parkland to meet current and future 
needs for expanded facilities. 

The planning process revealed the need for additional parkland in Manheim Township.  
This need is based on an analysis of park acreage relative to existing and anticipated 
population growth as well as input from user groups.  While the need for additional 
parkland exists, it is acknowledged that Manheim Township has been progressive in its 
acquisition and development of parkland compared to most communities.  Recent 
acquisitions and development has lessened the municipality’s appetite for acquiring 
additional parkland at this time.  The Township, through this plan has targeted 16 acres 
of parkland per 1,000 citizens.  To achieve this guideline and meet the needs of the 
community, Manheim Township should acquire through purchase, donation, dedication, 
or grants an additional 181.6 acres of parkland by 2030.  An opportunity-based strategy 
is recommended for the acquisition of additional parkland in the near future to include 
the follow strategies: 

• Undeveloped open space is limited in Manheim Township, limiting the 
opportunities for additional parkland.  The Township could take a proactive 
position on parkland acquisition and contact key large landowners to express the 
long-term need for additional parkland and suggest a right of first refusal on key 
parcels.  The strategy of communicating that there is a need for additional 
parkland may be the impetus for a land donation.   

• Acquire parkland through the mandatory dedication process.  When new 
development of significant dwelling units are proposed in the municipality, take 
dedication of parkland in lieu of fees so that close to home parks can be 
developed to serve the new residents 

• Maximize the recreation potential of parks through the expansion of existing park 
sites with contiguous acreage.  Undeveloped land contiguous to existing parks 
presents an opportunity to expand facilities.  This present an economical means 
of expanding parkland because typically, most or all of the infrastructure and 
support facilities (restrooms, concession stands, parking areas, etc.) exist on the 
existing park site, allowing the majority of the acquired land to be developed with 
recreation facilities.  There is undeveloped land adjacent to the Overlook 
Community Campus that could, at some future time, be acquired and 
incorporated into the park.  Reidenbaugh Park and Stoner Park are other parks 
that may align with this strategy.  Additionally, if development occurs on parcels 
adjacent to existing parkland, the land sought through mandatory dedication 
should be contiguous to the existing park site.  

• While the need for additional parkland relates to population growth and the 
resulting need for fields and playgrounds to accommodate the base of citizens, 
there is also a need for natural areas that are available for public use in the 
municipality.  The highest priority (very important and important response 
combined) for focus over the next ten year as identified by respondents to the 
citizen survey was the need to conserve open space and natural areas, followed by 
establishing greenways.  Natural areas may be acquired or a conservation 
easement (sometimes combined with an access easement for trails) could be 
sought to protect the natural resource without full ownership. 
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2. Prioritize professional planning and design of parks and recreation facilities 

to create great public spaces.  

Parks are the public spaces of our communities.  The care and dedication we commit to 
their design, development, operations, and ongoing maintenance speaks volumes about 
a community.  Manheim Township has demonstrated a concurrence with this philosophy 
with the development of the new municipal library.  This commitment is also seen in the 
sculptures at Landis Woods and Perelman Park, and the terrace area at Barny’s Grill and 
Barn at the Overlook Community Campus.  But this commitment is not consistent 
throughout the parks.  Commit to the great design of new and expanded parks and the 
sensitive, thoughtful master planning and renovation of existing parks. 

Undertake planning and design activities for Manheim Township parks at a consistent 
high level.  Work with professional landscape architects with expertise in parks and 
recreation design and planning and engineers with expertise in sustainable strategies 
and low impact development.  Incorporate public participation as part of the planning 
process.  Master planning is an important means to address management issues through 
park design and aligning facilities with recreation trends, as well as, current and 
projected community needs.  Citizen input will assure that investment in parks will 
target community needs and interests. 

• Good design does not cost more and typically saves money over the long term 
based on lower maintenance costs and full consideration of planning and design 
parameters.  Consider the following when planning for renovation, expansion, 
and development of Manheim Township parks and facilities: 

- Design park sites to provide order to facilities and activity areas.  Consider 
relationships between facilities.  Examples include locating senior activities 
near parking areas as possible and separating teen activities such as 
basketball from playgrounds. 

- Design to incorporate all aspects of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA).  This includes more than handicap parking spaces and accessible 
routes, accommodations for spectators and recreation participants with 
disabilities must be included as well. 

- Develop athletic courts and fields with correct orientation.  Orientation is 
critical for the full enjoyment and safe use of facilities.  Activities like lacrosse 
and field hockey where objects are propelled through the air present serious 
safety concerns if fields are developed with incorrect orientation. 

- Maintenance can be reduced with proper planning and design.  Limiting 
mowing areas; eliminating signs, bollards, and rocks in lawn areas; edging to 
restrain playground mulch and other materials are a few strategies to lower 
maintenance costs.   

- Good design creates public spaces that are convenient and welcoming to use.  
Providing enough seating, locating walkways on desire lines for access, and 
installing popular amenities add to the overall quality of a space. 

- Good design create spaces that are comfortable to use, create a sense of place 
through a defined entry sequence and destination design that is developed to 
human scale and considers the variety of uses and users that can occur.   
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- Good design provides details that make a space special and unique while 
context sensitive. 

• Complete master plans for municipal parks to address issues, define appropriate 
improvements, and achieve the objectives outlined in this plan.  The master plans 
should include the plan for the park sites, as well as, a phased cost estimate that 
outlines the anticipated development costs.  The priority park sites for master 
planning include Jaycee Park, Municipal Park, Manheim Township Athletic 
Complex, and Overlook Park and Campus (or key portions).  Complete master 
plans whenever a major park renovations is undertaken and to solve problems 
and incorporate new opportunities into parks. 

• Establish design guidelines that provide unified principles, concepts, furnishings, 
materials, colors, and so on for all township parks. Establish policies for review, 
design, development, and management of facilities offered by community 
organizations and/or individuals. Strive to achieve a high quality design theme 
for Manheim Township parks.  The guidelines are suggested as a means to retain 
a high level of quality throughout the park system.  The parks should still retain 
an individual character and charm that aligns with the context of the setting and 
promotes the intended recreation uses. 

• Strive to undertake improvements to the parks that are holistic and not 
piecemeal in order to provide a sense of presence and accomplishment in the 
public view. 

• Provide support and accessory facilities that create premier recreation facilities 
such as dugouts for baseball and softball fields; picnic areas designed as a unit 
with grills, picnic tables, horseshoe pits, shaded areas, and water; restrooms in 
high use neighborhood parks and community parks, and benches at game courts. 

• Enhance park sites with landscaping for color and interest and trees for shade. 

• Add color to the parks through landscaping, signs, equipment, structures, 
sculpture, or other elements to add interest and make the parks inviting to use. 

• Create great playgrounds that promote fun, socialization, learning, and creativity.  
Playgrounds should be provided in each park with active facilities.  A playground 
to serve younger siblings of sports participants complements parks that are 
primarily used for league sports like Manheim Township Athletic Complex.  The 
citizen survey asked when certain facilities should be developed or improved and 
playgrounds was the highest priority when the “in one year” and “in five year” 
time frames were combined, indicating a desire for enhanced playgrounds.  

• Design parks with consideration of safety and security of users: 

- Provide visual access into the parks from surrounding streets and sidewalks. 
Avoid designs that create “hidden” areas.   

- Provide adequate safety zones around sports facilities and play equipment. 

- Provide physical barriers between adjacent roadways and parking areas. 

- Where possible and practical, limit the extent of vehicle penetration into the 
site and vehicular/pedestrian conflict areas.  

- Provide trails of adequate width for the intended user groups. 
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- Provide adequate safety zones surrounding ball fields, especially with 

consideration of foul balls.  Do not locate trails, playgrounds, and other 
facilities in foul ball zones.  Spectator seating at ball fields should be 
separated from the field of play by fencing.  

• Establish a readily identifiable image in the community for public parks.  
Opportunities to promote the image of the park system include: 

- Create a uniform signage system for parks that conveys the image of a 
premier public park system.  Maintain uniform color, layout, materials, and 
graphic image.  Include the Township logo and byline: “A Healthy 
Community”. 

- Establish design standards through the master planning process.  The goal of 
the standards would be to provide a consistent quality design and 
construction features in all facilities.  This would include quality materials, 
harmonious colors, and prime consideration of the natural environment. 

- Provide street trees along park road frontage and park drives. 

- Consider planting attractive, low-maintenance landscaping such as 
perennials and ornamental grasses at the park name signs. 

• Design with nature.   

- Protect and enhance natural resources of the park sites. 

- Provide buffer areas around sensitive natural resources that should have 
limited or no public access.   

- Enhance riparian buffers along streams and the Conestoga River.  The stream 
channel in Jaycee Park is severely eroded and requires stream enhancements 
to restore and stabilize the stream banks.  Establish a riparian buffer planning 
along the stream. Explore other park sites for stream areas that are eroded 
and that should be addressed as well. 

- Locate facilities with consideration of prevailing wind and solar orientation.   

- Use native plant material to enhance wildlife habitats, buffer water resources, 
and minimize maintenance.   

- Integrate landscaping into the parks to provide shade and spatial definition, 
enhance the aesthetics of the setting, buffer incompatible uses, and enhance 
natural areas.  Define a pallet of plants that will require minimal maintenance 
while adding interest through color, texture, and form.  Prioritize the use of 
native plant material, especially in natural areas.  The use of popular annuals, 
perennials, ornamental grasses, and shrubs that are not native can round out 
the pallet and add interest in the “built” areas of parks.   

- Prioritize the use of native plant material throughout the park system. 

- Identify and remove non-native invasive species in the parks.  Monitor the 
parks to make sure invasive species do not get a foothold. 

- Consider the site soil, underlying geology, and ground water during the 
planning and development phase.  Soil, geology, and depth of ground water 
directly affect facility constructability, drainage, and long-term maintenance. 
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- Incorporate natural features such as wetlands and rock outcrops into park 
designs. 

- Develop park sites using Best Management Practices for erosion control and 
storm water management. 

- Provide interpretative signs and develop demonstration projects in the parks 
to communicate with citizens and landowners about the importance of 
protecting the environment and enhancing natural systems.  

3. Maximize the use of existing parks to respond to the expanding needs, 
interests, and desires of citizens and improve the safety, function, 
convenience, and aesthetics of park sites through the following 
initiatives: 

 
• Provide areas for the quiet enjoyment of the outdoors and natural resources.  The 

opinion survey found that citizens are interested in spending time in the outdoors 
in natural settings and enjoying passive recreation pursuits for exercise and 
fitness.  Forty-one percent of respondents indicated that “conserving open space 
and natural resources” was the most important focus for Manheim Township 
over the next ten years.  Make improvements to Perelman Park and promote the 
park to citizens who may not know about it.  Enhance and protect the natural 
areas and features of Community Park, Landis Woods, Overlook Community 
Campus, and Jaycee Park.  Partner with Habitat MT to share the importance of 
resource protection with landowners through outreach and demonstration 
projects in the parks.    

• Provide walking and bicycling trails within parks and to park sites, as possible.  
Trails are enjoyed by all segments of the population and are highly desired 
recreation facilities.  Connect park sites to designated greenways and multi-use 
trails as possible.  Extend sidewalks to park locations within neighborhoods. 

• Enhance the park sites to be comfortable and convenient to use by adding 
benches, trash receptacles, drinking fountains, grills, bike racks, restrooms, and 
other convenience facilities as appropriate.  Provide benches near playgrounds, in 
shaded locations, and at other activity areas for caregivers and spectators to sit 
and watch park activities.  Provide buildings for sports equipment storage. 

• Incorporate field and court lighting in park sites, as appropriate, to maximize the 
use of existing facilities. 

• Provide facilities for lifetime recreation and leisure pursuits such as trails, 
volleyball courts, tennis courts, bocce courts, horseshoe pits, and picnic pavilions.   

• Manheim Township parks have many unique features, such as the digital game in 
Destination Playground, the skating rink in the Activity Center, and the mini golf 
course.  Adding unique facilities broaden the appeal and use of the parks.  Other 
facilities to consider include a spray park/splash pad play area, an in-line hockey 
rink, and sand volleyball courts developed for league play.  These facilities would 
be most appropriately developed in the Overlook complex.  Public participation 
input should be sought to verify the need and desire for these or other facilities. 

• Indoor recreation has been contemplated in Manheim Township for several 
years.  While there remains interest in developing facilities for indoor recreation 
for year-round use, the citizen survey found that indoor recreation as not viewed 
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as an important focus for Manheim Township over the next ten years.  Manheim 
Township is fortunate to have several facilities that provide an indoor venue for 
use such as the Barn, library meeting rooms, and Activity Center in the Overlook 
complex, the Boettcher House in Landis Woods, and the mansion and carriage 
house in Stauffer Park.  These facilities should continue to be used to their fullest 
potential.  Additionally, a study should explore the feasibility of expanding the 
Activity Center.  An enlarged facility could provide a teen gathering area, host 
birthday parties, and provide a location for summer camps and other recreation 
programs. 

• Consider the needs of the senior adult population.  Make facilities pedestrian 
friendly, convenient to use, and provide sitting areas in the shade that are 
conveniently spaced along trails and near activity areas.  Public input gathered 
during the planning process indicated a high need of seniors for shade in the dog 
park.     

• Undertake the renovations and enhancement opportunities identified for existing 
parks as part of Park Factor 5: Conditions of Parkland portion of this plan. 

• Consider residents who enjoy walking their dogs in the parks. Provide pet waste 
disposal bags and trash receptacles along trails. 

 
4. Provide facilities for public uses that comply with accessibility and safety 

regulations and guidelines. 
 

• Address accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
within existing parks.  The ADA is federal legislation that prohibits 
discrimination and ensures equal opportunity for persons with disabilities in 
employment, State and local government services, public accommodations, 
commercial facilities, and transportation.  Municipal parks are public 
accommodations and must meet the requirements of the ADA. While the 
accommodations listed below are primarily intended to serve persons with 
disabilities, these facilities improve the park for various users such as seniors who 
find steep terrain difficult to traverse, parents with strollers, and public works 
crews accessing facilities for maintenance.  The list below identifies ADA issues 
within Manheim Township parks.  This is not an all-inclusive ADA audit of each 
park site but is provided for consideration as the park sites are enhanced.   

- Accessible route - Develop walkways to provide an accessible route from 
handicap parking spaces and sidewalks to and between recreation facilities.  
This requirement is lacking in the majority of the park sites.  Walkway shall 
not exceed five-percent slope to be accessible and this appears readily 
achievable in most of the park sites.  Additionally, DCNR requires that when 
bench areas are provided along a trail that a stabilized area for a wheelchair 
also be provided adjacent to benches. 

- Provide stabilized handicapped parking space in each parking area.  
Handicap parking spaces should be closest to the destination served by the 
parking areas.  When a parking area is established at Jaycee Park the 
handicap parking spaces should be closest to the trail leading into the park.   

- Playgrounds must offer play equipment that provides play options for the 
physically challenged.  Playground manufactures are aware of this 
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requirement and work with communities as new playground equipment is 
specified to make sure that this requirement is achieved. 

- Athletic fields and courts must be accessible and provided with accessible 
viewing areas.  This accommodation is has not been provided at any of the 
existing facilities.  A trail is developed at the ball fields in Overlook 
Community Campus but does not extend to the bleacher area to 
accommodate spectators.  A stabilized area for a wheelchair should be 
provided in spectator areas for each field and court. 

- Fences surrounding game courts should have gates with clear opening widths 
that meet or exceed the ADA requirements to allow use by disabled athletes.   

- Picnic areas should offer accessible picnic tables.  The regulations stipulate 
that a percentage of the picnic table within a grouping of tables should be 
accessible models. 

- Drinking fountains should be accessible.   

• Provide play equipment that meets the safety criteria of the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC) Guidelines for Public Playground Safety.  Manheim 
Township has compliant playgrounds throughout most of the park system.  Older 
equipment was noted in Community Park and the equipment in Jaycee Park 
should be evaluated for compliance.  Based on a generalized review of playground 
equipment throughout the system two issues exist relive to the CPSC guidelines. 

- The safety surfacing is not contained with an edged area and mulch safety 
surfacing material is used exclusively in the municipality.  The edging serves 
to contain the mulch but it also provides a reference for the depth of mulch 
provided.  Safety surfacing must be maintained at a specific depth to align 
with the fall height of play equipment.  Without edging it is difficult to 
determine if the necessary depth is maintained.  Adequate safety zones with 
safety surfacing material must surround each piece of play equipment.  The 
safety zones and depth are defined by the CPSC and the surfacing material 
must meet the test requirements of the CPSC and the latest American Society 
of Testing and Materials (ASTM) criteria.  Edging is recommended to contain 
safety surfacing material in playgrounds. 

- The CPSC guidelines state “In playgrounds intended to serve children of all 
ages the layout of pathways and the landscaping of the playground should 
show the distinct areas for the different age groups.  The areas should be 
separated at least by a buffer zone, which could be an area with shrubs or 
benches.”  At Municipal Park, Stoner Park, and areas of Community Park this 
requirement has not been incorporated into the playground layout.  Signs 
should identify age appropriate use of equipment and these signs are 
available from playground manufacturers and the areas should be evaluated 
for other means of accommodating this guideline. 

• It is important to identify and prioritize improvements needed to bring existing 
facilities into compliance with the ADA and CPSC.  A phased implementation 
schedule should be developed and improvements should be included in the 
capital improvement program budget.  Additionally, it is important to conduct 
ongoing playground safety inspections.   
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5. Undertake park improvements identified above in a prioritized manner. 

Highest Priority   

• Improvements that enhance visitor safety and security. 

• Improvements necessary to meet the intent and requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

• Improvements that protect important natural resources, such as stream bank 
restoration and riparian buffer plantings. 

Secondary Priorities  

• Improvements, enhancements, and support facilities within existing parks.  
The recommendations above outline numerous opportunities to improve the 
existing parks and enhance them as community assets.  Some of the 
suggestions are easily achieved such as placing benches in shaded locations or 
planting trees for shade, while others such as correct the solar orientation on 
athletic are more challenging due to the developed nature of the park site. 
These improvements are important but the initiatives may need to align with 
life-cycle replacement/renovation activities. 


